Illinois State University

ISU ReD: Research and eData
Founding Celebration
2004

2004 Founder's Day Video Series Scripts
Illinois State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/founding

Recommended Citation
Illinois State University, "2004 Founder's Day Video Series Scripts" (2004). Founding Celebration. 74.
https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/founding/74

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by ISU ReD: Research and eData. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Founding Celebration by an authorized administrator of ISU ReD: Research and eData. For more
information, please contact ISUReD@ilstu.edu.

Illinois State University
Historical Video #10

A Vigor Uncoiling: 1956-1970
1.

Dr Robert Gehlmann Bone was selected as
the ninth president of Illinois State Normal
University in the spring of 1956.

Bone picture

3.

There was something infectious about the
friendliness of the Bone family, and townspeople,
faculty, and students alike took to the Bones right
away.

Bone family

4.

President Bone found ISNU to be a university
on the move. What he probably didn't realize
was just how much growth and change he would
be expected to manage.

Bone at work

A Centennial Celebration
4.

(bong, bong sound) President Bone and the
student body president rang the Old Main
Bell five time each for the 10 decades of
ISNU, ushering in the centennial year on
January 8, 1957.

Bone and student
ringing bell

5.

Each month would bring significant convocations,
institutes, exhibits, building dedications, class
reunions, a pageant drama, a motion picture of
campus life, and the official inauguration of
President Bone.

Centennial events
Pageant
Motion picture clip
Inauguration

6.

The Pantagraph, which had written about ISNU
since its first consideration in 1856, hailed the
100th anniversary in a special edition.

Pantagraph edition

7.

The Secretary of State issued license plates for the
year 1957 in the school's colors ofred and white.

License plates?

8.

Thousands would visit campus, tribute would be
paid to a distinguished past, and plans projected
for a great future.

Centennial crowd?

And the Future Means Change
9.

Already, state schools at Carbondale, Charleston,
Macomb, and DeKalb had changed their names and
broadened their purpose.

Old pictures of
SIU, EIU, WIU,
and NIU

10.

But when President Bone first addressed the faculty
he asked for time to study and know the school
before embarking on sweeping change.

Bone with faculty

11.

In the mean time, the University would dedicate
Schroeder Hall, move into the new Thomas Metcalf
Laboratory School, and open the new student Union.

Schroeder hall
Metcalf
Union

12.

The Union was a welcome and overdue addition
to campus life. It would include a ballroom,
private dining room, spacious reception
lounge-a cafeteria, dining room, game room,
and a snack bar

Union
Inside shots

13.

A particularly friendly area of the Union was known
as the "Cage," where one could always find coffee,
a burger, and someone to debate the latest social
issue.

Cage

14.

Illinois State Normal University was becoming a
modern institution. More than 3,000 students were
attending the University in the fall of 1957.

Quad of campus
scene

15.

A committee formed to develop a campus plan
agreed in 1958 that the school should be prepared
for 6,000 students by 1968.

Another campus
scene

16.

But there could be no waiting to expand
the institution, for the University had already
turned away over 200 future teachers in 1957
and 300 in 1958, many with excellent records.

Crowded
classroom or such

Expanding the Infrastructure
17.

In 1958, construction started on the University's
first tall dorms. These new dorms would be
named in honor of four distinguished women
teachers: Alma Hamilton, Jennie Whitten,
Edith Atkin, and June Colby.

Construction
and finished
Ham/Whit
Atk/Col

18.

In April of 19 58 it was announced that all that remained
of Old Main would be tom down. Before the summer
had passed, a iron ball had reduced the
venerable structure to rubble.

Old main 1958
Old main coming
down

19.

The ground was leveled and formal flower beds
were installed. In the center would be a large stone
marker bearing depictions of the old building.

flower beds
monument

20.

In the fall of 1959, the new Centennial Fine Arts Building
was completed providing space for 800 art students,
400 speech students,and 1 ,000 music students.

Centennial building
Inside?

21.

Farm or
The University farm on the west edge of campus
aerial photo of west
was no longer larger enough for efficient operations,
campus
so the university bought an adjacent 500 acres, moved
the farm operations, and opened land for campus expansion.

22.

In January of 1961 the board approved the construction
of an addition to the old McCormick Gymnasium and a
new physical education plant for men.

McCormick addition
Horton constr.

The facility for men would be named in honor Dr.
Clifford (Pop) Horton, director of men's health and
physical education from 1923 to 1961.

Horton

. 23.

24.

It would seat 10,000 for sporting events and accommodate Inside Horton
larger concerts and convocations, including commencement.
The adjacent Hancock Field could accommodate crowds
Hancock!
of over 12,000.

25.

In July of 1961, Governor Kerner authorized $15 million
Farm buildings
for the construction of buildings, and contracts were soon
let for new farm buildings, two new classroom buildings,
U-High
a high school, a greenhouse, and an annex to Milner Library. Milner annex

26.

In July of 1962, word came of a $180,000 grant from the
National Science Foundation to be used in connection
with the $1.8 million annex to Felmley Hall of Science.

Felmley annex

27.

Also in 1962, a one-room school house was donated
and moved to the west edge of the campus. The old
"Rose Hall School" had once served as a place for
student teaching .. The school was rededicated as the
Eyestone School in honor of Lura Eyestone,
loyal alumna and retired Metcalf teacher.

Eyestone school
being moved
· inside

Turner hall
Inside

28.

Soon after came the completion of Turner Hall providing
state-of-the-art space for technology education, home
economics, and business.

29.

Also completed during this time of western expansion were Tri-Towers
constru
the "Tri-Towers" -three residence halls named for Daniel
Wilkins, principle of the Female Institute of Bloomington;
Simeon Wright, who lobbied for the creation ofISNU in 1856;
and Martha Haynie, teacher of modern languages for
Finished
20 years and frrst women to hold a professorship at the
University.

More Growth, More Change

30.

By 1960, total enrollment had reached an all time high
Campus scene 1960
of nearly 4,500, only 2,000 short of the earlier prediction for
1968.

31.

A major state bond issue for higher education had
failed in 1958, but after representatives from six
state-supported universities campaigned heavily,
the citizens of Illinois finally responded in support.

32.

Although the success of the bond program was very
Crowed classrooms
good news, the University still had immediate
hallway or such
problems to address.
Prospective students were applying earlier than
ever, and when it appeared certain that the 1968 goal of
6,000 students would be realized in 1962, the university
asked the board to establish an enrollment ceiling of 6,500.

33.

However, in September ofl963 the enrollment was 6,637
and the school was busting at the seams.

More crowded

34.

The University would have to find ways to build more
classroom buildings, residence halls, and support
facilities. More importantly, the University needed
to find qualified faculty and staff to keep pace with the
growth.

Campus scene

(short transitional pause here)

Bond campaign?

35.

The University had to give pause during this time
to join the nation in morning the death of President
John F. Kennedy, just as it had done nearly one
hundred years earlier for President Lincoln.

Kennedy death

36.

A special edition of the Vidette was published on Sunday
Morning, November 24. A quiet flag ceremony was held,
that afternoon, and classes were cancelled for the following
Monday. A special convocation was held that evening.

Vidette edition

37.

Ceremony

Winter
The campus had barely recovered from the shock when
it was time to go home for the holidays. When the students campus scene
returned, the University's name had been officially changed
and a new era in the school's history was about to begin.

Removing Normal from the Name
38.

Students in the late 1950s, as well as many of the younger
faculty, found the word ''Normal" in the University's name
something of an anathema. It was corning to have an
unsavory connotation, redolent of two-year certificates,
and refresher courses for country schoolmarms.

Sign with ISNU
Document of
something with
full name

39.

Letters were written, articles appeared in the Vidette,
handbills were circulated, and in 1959, a specific
recommendation was made to delete ''Normal" from
the name.

Vidette letters
handbills?

40.

The University Council appointed a committee to
conduct a poll of students, faculty, and alumni. They
would ask for their opinions about changing the name
to "Illinois State University for Teacher Education,
or "Central Illinois University" or "Illinois State
University." A floor motion added "Illinois State
Normal University" back to the list.

Committee mtg.
Ballot?

41.

Of the 103 alumni that responded, 72 were opposed
to changing the name; however a majority of students
voted for "Illinois State University."

42.

The faculty voted 151 for "Illinois State University" against More vidette
116 to retain "Illinois State Normal University."

Vidette results?

43.

The committee, not seeing a clear majority,
voted to delay further action to a future legislative
session.

Committee or
Vidette article

44.

In December of 1961 , four faculty members
expressed their views in favor of the name change
in speeches that were extracted in the Vidette. In a
bi-partisan gesture, four faculty opposed to the
name change were invited to contribute articles.

Vidette articles

45.

The eight articles provoked considerable response
from students and alumni. A committee was
formed to direct a campaign for changing the name,
To avoid an apathetic student body the committee
was certain to include representatives from the Student
Senate.

Committee?

47.

Support grew and the committee formally petitioned
the board to change the name to "Illinois State
University at Normal." Soon the slogan "ISU in ' 62"
began to appear everywhere. ''Normal" was
becoming a naughty word.

ISU in 62

49.

Petitions were signed in favor and in opposition.
President Bone had taken no position on the proposal,
preferring not to influence that which was becoming
too often personal battles. The board placed the
petition on file for later consideration noting that
nothing could be done until the next legislative session.

Petitions?

Opposing articles

Board mtg.

50.

The next fall, from the day the freshman arrived on
campus, there was no doubt that the name change
was in the air.

Fall signs ofISU
in 62

51.

T-shirts and souvenirs sold at the Co-Op Bookstore
were marked Illinois State University" reflecting
the sentiments of the management and the athletics
department.

Coop picture

52.

Editorials and letters in the Vidette, and programs
on the campus radio station WGLT, kept issues alive.

Vidette editorials

53.

At an all-school mass meeting in Capen Auditorium
urgency was brought to the cause. The legislature would
convene in three months, there was no time to lose.

Meeting in Capen

54.

There was still opposition, however, petitions were
forwarded to House and Senate sponsors. Eight bills,
designed to cover various facets of the name
change, were introduced in April of 1963.

Capital

55.

The bills passed the house in May and the senate in June.
The Governor affixed his signature in August.

Chambers
Governor picture

56.

On January 1, 1964, Illinois' oldest public university would Something
announcing change
be known as "Illinois State University at Normal."

57.

Although the battle had been fought hard on both sides,
there was little fanfare when it was done. One professor
suggested the change be allowed to settle gently and
quietly.

Campus scene

A New Era is Born
58.

By 1964 much of the drudgery had been taken out of
objective tests and recording of grades by the use of
machines, punch cards, and ID numbers. Grades
reached students by mail before semester break had
scarcely begun.

Punch card machines
ID cards

59.

Large survey classes were becoming common with
as many as 200-300 students in a section and perhaps
10 sections for each course.

Large survey classes

60.

Boarding and rooming houses were becoming
passe. From 1000 students housed in five dormitories
in 1956, the number living in 13 halls had risen to
over 5000 in 1966.

Tri-Towers
Ham/Whit

61.

The increase in buildings and enrollment also brought
about a need for more security and police protection.

Campus scene

62.

The security force established in 1961 gained full
police status from the legislature two years later,
and by 1967 included a force of 17 trained police
officers.

Police dept shot

63.

In 1964 the campus was constructing a new
physical plant building that would be named for
Carter Harrie, beloved janitor who served the
University for 48 years.

Carter Harris bldg

64.

That year the board also let contracts for an
addition to the Centennial Building, and the Schroeder
Hall Annex, and saw the completion of the new wing
of Milner Library.

Centennial West
Schroeder annex
Library wing

65.

The University bought the old Central School, the old
Methodist Church, and two nearby dwellings marking
the first move east of the original campus.

Central school
Aerial of east campus

66.

In September of 1964 it was announced the university
would convert to gas for heat. The old standpipe,
so long a landmark, would be lowered.

Standpipe
Coal trucks

67.

A new University High School opened in the fall of
1965 with its movable walls, carpeted floors, and
television reception and transmission in most
classrooms. The auditorium was named in honor of
Miss Ruth Stroud, a highly respected English teacher
for 3 5 years.

U-high
inside shots

68.

A new honors program established a quest for excellence
among students. Carefully selected professors and
students were brought together in special honors
sections. Those honor students who distinguished
themselves were designated Robert G. Bone Scholars.

Honors program
materials

69.

International exchanges grew throughout the 1960s
including President Bone's five weeks in Egypt.
At the Homecoming the following year, students
surprised Dr. Bone by arranging to have two camels
for him to ride in the parade. Without
hesitation he donned the costume of a Bedouin chief
and mounted the lumbering beast.

Bone in Egypt

auditorium

Bone at parade
Bone on camel

And the New Era Expands
70.

The enrollment in 1966 had grown to 9,699.
Fortunately, two new residence halls were completed
to help with the increased demand for housing.

Campus scene
1966

71.

One of the 17 story buildings was named for
Orson Manchester, longtime faculty and Dean of
the University ..

Manchester

72.

The other building was named in honor of
Edwin Hewett, third president of the University.

Hewett

73.

The edges of campus began to look as if they
were under attack. Old houses that had been
home to thousands of students thru the years
were torn down to make room for Stevenson
Hall and Watterson Towers.

houses on east edge

74.

The bids for Stevenson Hall came in lower
than expected so the extra funds were used
to start an addition to Hovey Hall.

Hovey addition

75.

Perhaps one of the greatest changes in the history
of the University occurred when the institution
committed to a multi-purpose mission. There had
long been a resentment in the community that
students could not register without certifying
an intention to teach.

Campus scene

76.

1966 was also the year when a recommendation
was forwarded to the state Board of Higher
Education for the establishment of separate
colleges of education, liberal arts and sciences,
and applied science and technology.

Document asking
for colleges

77.

The University Foundation was established
at this time to coordinate sponsored projects, inform
faculty and administrators of available funds,
assist in fund raising, and manage the endowment
consisting of memorial funds totaling $230,000.

Early Foundation
materials

78.

By 1966 the Office of Conference Planning
was managing over 125 events per year,
involving over 200,000 people, and generating
nearly $35,000 in revenue.

Early Conferencing
materials
or Group of people
like at a conference

79.

New and modern equipment was brought
into the classrooms including audio-visual
devices, projection machines, closed-circuit
television, data processing and computers.

Modern equipment
of the time

Stevenson constr
Watterson constr

80.

81.

There were over one hundred registered
student organizations by 1966, and weekends were
never dull, with groups sponsoring social events,
dances, parties, and picnics
Richard Hulet, VP of Student Services
said of the students at the time, "College
Students in 1966-67 are the most
maligned generation of students in the
history of higher education. The populace
often describes them as dressed in filthy
jeans, sweat shirts, and sneakers, walking
a picket line in front of old peoples' homes,
smoking marijuana, drinking, and taking
LSD. The facts: college students are
different. They are not the same as the
flaming youth of the Jazz age, the
depression youth of the '40s, or the
apathetic generation of the '50s. The
'60s are different. First, they are
concerned. Second, they are testingtesting everything. We have built
this into them. They test their teachers,
parents, old laws, shibboleths, morals, and
the limits of responsibility."

Student organizations
Dances, picnics, etc.

Several campus
scenes, different types
of people

President Bone Will Step Down
82.

In May of 1966, President Bone announced
his intention of retiring in September of
1967, giving the committee on selection
ample time to find a successor.

Bone at work

83.

Soon after, as President Bone's 60 th birthday
approached, students decided to honor him with what
they called. "Project 60," one of those
carefully kept secrets in which the students
took delight.

Bone with
people

84.

Early in the evening of May 31 5\ about
2,500 persons gathered in the amphitheater.
At the close of a banquet in the Union, the
president was blindfolded and led to the
amphitheater where all was quiet.

Party film

85.

As the blindfold was removed the president
gasped at the sight in front of him as he
was greeted with a resounding chorus of
happy birthday Bobby.

86.

Although President Bone was certainly well
liked, his administration was not without
unpleasant times.

Bone

87.

There were overcrowded classrooms,
students turned away for lack of living
space, earlier and earlier restrictions on
freshman applications leading to phone
calls and letters from irate parents.

Crowed classrooms

88.

There was unrest on campuses across
the country, mostly political, but the
largest demonstrations at ISU at
this time focused on closing the school so
students could attend a basketball tournament
in Evansville.

Something looking
like a rally

89.

The Redbirds had won the first game of the
tournament in the third overtime against
San Diego State, a nationally ranked team.

Athletics shot

90.

As news of the victory reached campus,
students began a large shouting petition
that made its way to Hovey Hall.

crowd at Hovey

91.

President Bone met the group and
explained that classes could not be
cancelled as there were many tests
scheduled. Perhaps if the Redbirds made it to
the finals, classes could be suspended
the day before Easter vacation and
buses arranged for the trip

Bone talking with
crowd

92.

He then suggested cheers for the team,
and suddenly the angry mob became
a pep rally.

Crowd happy

93

In the spring of 1967 as President Bone's
retirement neared, many organizations
wanted to honor him and his wife.

Bone

94.

The students launched a drive, "The
Spirit of Bone" to raise funds for a
Robert G. Bone academic chair, a work
of art in his honor, and scholarships in
his name. In less than a month, $25,000
was pledged.

Bone hand
Bone with people

95.

President Bone's last official duty
was his final charges to the graduates
at the 1967 commencement in Horton
Field House. He would always be remembered
as one of the University's most popular
and respected presidents.

Bone at commence.

Bone portrait

